Death
prompts
pool
scrutiny

BY MATT JACHMAN
BTAFT WIITER

Two lifeguards on duty when a 15-
year-old boy drowned 2t Livenin's
Clernenta Circle Pool vaoe year sgo
were aot certified in cardicpul-
manary resuscication, despite state
tegulations reguiring it.

Now, city officiala say thev ere
tracking such requircments mere
chopely,

The lifeguarca’ lack of valid CPR
eards was discuvered by Ken Ascher,
who i on the board of direcioes of
the Washlenaw County chapter of
the American Red Cross. Ascher
ohtained pool and Nifeguard recorda
through s series of Freedom of Infor-
mation Act requests he filed after
the Aog. 4, 1936, death of Donaid
Janes of Humble, Texax.

“In our enunty, 1 wouldn't wanl
lifeguards to be subject to the same
problem,” Ascher said Monday. "1
want them to be prepared.”

Mevor Jack Eirksey acknowledged
8 huresucratic lapse, but said be iy
convineed it had no beariog on Don-
ald’s death.

The teen died at Garden City Hou-
pita) after lifeguards pulled him
from the ponl and toied te resusei-
tate him. Emergency madical techni-
cigng took over the rasuscitation
effort and took Denald to the b
tal. The Wayne County medical
examiner’s office ruled the death an
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Tradilions are changing, B1

accidental drowning.

“The people that worled on
Deonald did exactly what they
wers supposed to do,” Kirkaey
said last week. “Nobody is sug-
gesting Lhey were lax in what
they did.”

Kirksey and Ron Reinke,
superintendent of the parks anl
recreation department, said
steps have been taken to venly
lifeguards have e training they
need.

Racords gent to Ascher show
that of the four lifeguards at
Clements Circle Lhat day, twa
had no current CP'R certificates,
including one wornan wha helped
perform two-person CPR. She
had valid Red Crosa ceclificates
in community firet aid and safe-
ty, lifeguard training and water
safety, bul oo evidence of 2
rmcent CPR course.

Kevin Killeen, spokesman for
the Southesstern Michigun
chapter of the Red Cross, said
community first aid and Jife-
guard training courses include
CPH, but lifipuards must renew
CPR certification yearly The
lifeguard took those courses two

and threa yeara, resprctively,
before tha drowning, records
show.

Frioke said the woman had »
CIR card that hed cxpired with.
1 45 days of the drowning, but
that his office did nol have a

COpY-

A male lifaguard who helped
pull Donald frum Uwe water but
did not perform CPE had o CPR
card that had expired nearly
three monthe earlier, records
show.

No mistakes

Like Kirksey, Heinke saud the
lapse in certification did not
mean the lifeguards made mis-
takes.

“1 thiok they did everyihing
letter-perfeet,” Reinke said,
adding that Denald wes breath
ing when he wag Laken from the
ponl, and CPR is not done when
a subject i3 bresthing.

“As scon as he stopped breath-
ing, they did (CPR]" Reinke
said

Slatements to police from wil
nesses and the lifeguards them-
nelves say Domald was breathing

on his own for » shart Lime.
Three af the four lifeguards
have returned to the city for the
1897 ywimming season, Heinke
said. He added the drowning, the
firet im a Livonia public poal,
wan difficult for them. *1t's diffi-

‘eult for oll of us,” he added.

No lawauit has been Hled over

the incident.
Ancher enid he is concerned
that young hicguards are

exphaited. A lack of training, he
added, could affect their ahility
to respond in so emergency. A
lot of times they dan't rmalize the
respunzihilities they're taking
on,” he said.

Aschor, Lhe chairman of Com-
munications Electronics Ine. ol
Ann Arbor. which disteibutes
communisation equipment used
in emergencies, urped swimmers
ta leak lar posted certificates
showing lifeguurds have current
CPR, lifesaving and lirst-pd
training. Such documents must
be posted ut pahlic peols.

At Clernenta Circle, the certifi-
cates are gvoilable in a hinder in
the manager's office.

Communicativus Flectronics’
wenther ‘hotline, {3131 994.9000,
now includes 8 Touch-Tone sar-
vey Ly measure public awareness

that training sertificates muat be
pokted. Ascher aaid the survey
was prompted by Donalds
drowning and his wnvestigalinn
of il

Killean aaid the Red Urosy las
been hired to pravide in-service
Urnining — refragher courses in
tifapuarding and CPR shilla — to
Livonia Ifeguards.

Donald Jowes was in the
Detroit aren visiting relatives at
the tima of the actident. Meilber
his mother, Juy Grandahl of
Dearborn Heights, nor his
grandfather, Donald Gruandahl of
Livonis, wanted to comrnent for
this story.

John {aterino, a spokesman
for the Michigan Department of
Environmentul Quality's envi-
ronmental health section, which
oversees puhblic swimming peols,
suggested the city was in compli
ance with state rules hacause
twi lifeguards had current train-
ing. The rules require one life-
guard for every T5 people within
n ponl's enclosure. There were 50
or 60 people in Lu: pool area at
Lhe time, & lifeguard tald paliee.

But Catering added that he is
an engineer and lifeguarding iz
not his area of cxpertise.



